                                                    David and Goliath 



A different understanding the Lord gave me of the story of David and Goliath is this; God is asking us if we will have the faith in Him, and the courage to go into battle in His name and if we do He will give us the victory. 

1st Samuel 17:1 “Now the philistines gathered their armies together to battle, and were gathered at Sochoh, which belongs to Judah” 
Sometimes the enemy will invade our home, that is to say our lives and tries to invade the very place where God’s people are, our mind, and our body. So then if our bodies and minds and hearts belong to God as we are God’s chosen people then just like the philistines invaded Israel at Sochoh, so does the enemy invade our lives with specific sins and temptations. 

1st Samuel 17:3 “The philistines stood on a mountain on one side, and Israel stood on a mountain on the other side, with a valley between them” 
We all know there is a Spiritual war going on around us, the enemy has invaded our lives with temptation, with sin, with problems, and situations, he and his demons have encamped in our territory (lives) and won’t go away without a fight. 

1st Samuel 17:4-7 “And a champion went out from the camp of the philistines, named Goliath, from Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span. He had a bronze helmet on his head, and he was armed with a coat of mail, and the weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of bronze. And he had bronze armor on his legs and a bronze javelin between his shoulders. Now the staff of his pear was like a weaver’s beam and his iron spearhead weighed six hundred shekels; and a shield-bearer went before him.” 
Now the enemy who has already invaded our lives with temptation, with sin, with problems and situations has chosen a champion from among his demons. He does this because he knows that you are a child of God and no ordinary soldier can defeat you, so he must send a Giant, he must send a Stronghold into your life to attack you. Something stronger than all the other temptations, something you cannot easily or often overcome, something scary and something that often gets the best of you. Maybe it’s some sin you are battling with, that one sin or one area in your life that you can’t seem to overcome and you don’t know why. All you know is that it is a stronghold in your life, a giant. So what do we do? 

1st Samuel 17:8-9 “Then he stood and cried out to the armies of Israel, and said to them, Why have you come out to line up for battle? Am I not a philistine, and you the servants of Saul? Choose a man for yourselves, and let him come down to me. If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we will be your servants. But if I prevail against him and kill him, then you shall be our servants and serve us.” 
Not only does the enemy that is satan have the gull to come and invade our lives with sin, temptation, problems and situations, and not only does he take up camp in our lives but he sends out a champion to slay us, a stronghold to slay us, and keep us from victory and from being with our God. He also challenges us to fight him. He is so confident in his champion demon and stronghold that he said that if any man slay him, then him and his people will be servants to Israel, but if he defeats us, then Israel will be a servant to them. 
But here is the deal, we already have victory in Christ Jesus so that the scripture can be fulfilled “Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with Him, that the body (flesh) of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin” (Romans 6:6). We have the victory already but somehow we are still struggling. Why? Our body should serve the Spirit not the other way around. 

1st Samuel 17:11 “When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the philistine, they were dismayed and greatly afraid”. 
So we are losing time and ownership of our lives, we cannot be good servants of God because we are afraid? We are afraid, we are afraid, why are we afraid? “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind (calm and well-balanced mind and discipline and self-control)” (2nd Timothy 1:7). But if we really took this to heart we wouldn’t have trouble in those certain areas in our lives would we? If we took that to heart, we wouldn’t be struggling with that same sin for two years now would we? What are we still not doing? 

1st Samuel 17:20 “So David rose early in the morning, left the sheep with a keeper, and took the things and went as Jesse had commanded him. And he came to the camp as the army was going out to the fight and shouting for the battle”. 
Before anything can happen, you have to go to the camp. The enemy has invaded and has encamped in your life, you have to go to the camp, to the other side of the mountain and to your camp, and you must take the journey to the camp. Ok, many of you say “well I’m at the camp and I’m still struggling with this sin or with this area of my life”. Well that’s because many people do just that, come to the camp, what next? Stay there? How many of us have gotten as far as coming to the camp only to stay there taking a vacation and then wonder why the problem won’t go away? Remember Love in Action, key word being action. What else did David do? 

1st Samuel 17:28-30 “Now Eliab his oldest brother heard when he spoke to the men; and Eliab’s anger was aroused against David, and he said “Why did you come down here? And with whom have you left those few sheep in the wilderness? I know your pride and the insolence of your heart, for you have come down to see the battle. And David said, “What have I done now? Is there not a cause?” Then he turned from him toward another and said the same thing; and these people answered him as the first ones did.” 
You know what God is telling you there? He is telling you not to worry about what people say about you or to you. See Eliab knew exactly why David had gone there; he was just playing the fool. Look at 1st Samuel 17:15 “But David went back and forth from Saul to feed his father’s sheep at Bethlehem”. And so he knew why David was there, all he wanted to do was put David down, discourage him. Many times we finally make it to the camp and then here comes some guy or girl from the church, or maybe some friend or family member telling you well you’ve always been a liar, or man you are never going to get a girlfriend. Are you going to let that discourage you? Or are you going to do as David did and simply turn around and go on about your business? What is the last step we need to take before having freedom from this situation, from this area in our lives from this sin? 
1st Samuel 17:40-41 “Then he took his staff in his hand; and he chose for himself five smooth stones from the brook, and put them in a shepherd’s bag, in a pouch which he had, and his sling was in his hand. And he drew near to the philistine. So the philistine came, and began drawing near to David, and the man who bore the shield went before him”. 
Remember that the Israelite camp and the philistine camp were on two mountain tops and there was a valley was between them? Like David you must go down into the valley, into the territory that the enemy has encamped, down to that part of your life that is yours but have let the enemy have and so is now his, you must go into what is now his territory and face him there, face this champion of his, this stronghold, this sin, this temptation, this situation, this problem. But you must go down to the valley as David. And don’t go down alone, or else you will lose. Instead take with you the stone that is the rock of our salvation that is the Living Christ Jesus! 

1st Samuel 17:43 “Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks? And the philistine cursed David by his gods. And the philistine said to David, Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field”. 
The enemy will try to intimidate you, he will try to kill you, he will try to make you doubt yourself, and if you give in to that fear, then you know you are not in the spirit but in the flesh, and he will indeed give the birds (that is his demons) of your flesh to eat. But stand strong on the Rock that is Jesus, fear not, don’t let the enemy intimidate you. Instead do what David did. 

1st Samuel 17:45-47 “Then David said to the philistine, you come to me with a sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defiled. This day the Lord will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you and take your head from you. And this day I will give the carcasses of the camp of the philistines to the birds of the air and the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel. Then all this assembly shall know that the Lord does not save with sword, and spear; for the battle is the Lord’s, and He will give you into our hands.” 
David did not let the enemy intimidate him, he told him I come to you in the name of the Lord, and He will deliver you into my hand for the battle is the Lords. We too must go into battle in the name of the Lord, knowing he will deliver our enemy into our hand and give us the victory, for the battle is the Lords. If you do you will bring honor to the name of the Lord. 

1st Samuel 17:49 “Then David put his hand in his bag and took out a stone; and he slung it and struck the philistine in his forehead, so that the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell on his face to the earth.” 
Go down into the enemy’s territory, and take back what is yours, all the Lord asks of you is that you have faith in Him, and courage. Go down and face your giant, your stronghold in battle and he will give you the victory because the battle is His. He will deliver your foe into your hand if you go in the name of the Lord. And sling your stone at your foe. You may say I don’t have a sling shot or a rock to throw. Well Jesus Christ is your rock, he is your stone, and he is also called the Word made flesh. Speak the Word of God and you will be slinging a stone at that giant and he will fall to the ground, dead and defeated. “For the Word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of the soul and spirit” (Hebrews 4:12) and that sword, that Word, that Rock to sling is in our mouth, speaking the Word from our mouths as the scripture says “And He hath made my mouth like a sharp sword” (Isaiah 49:2). 

So I say to you today, have faith and courage and God will take care of the rest.
