Listening to God

To be a follower of Jesus means just that, to follow Him. It means we have to be able to listen to His voice and follow His instructions.  In Matthew 10:35 Yeshua says “And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.”  If we do not do what He says for us to do and do not listen to what He says, are we really His disciples?  We must learn to be apt pupils and train ourselves to listen to the voice of God.

Have any of you ever had a dog or cat and when you called it and it didn’t listen to you? How did that make you feel?  Did you want to do anything to that pet because it was disobedient?  Did it frustrate you?  God feels the same way, many times He is speaking to us and we are like that animal, we simply don’t listen to what our Master is saying.

Read Genesis 6:5 through 7:5 and 8:13-22
When we listen we are hearing and applying action after hearing so it is called listening. If we hear and perform no action, it is only hearing.

When you hear the sermons on Sundays, do you hear or listen? Do you apply it to your life after you hear the message God prepared for you, or do you just walk out of the church after service and continue life the same way? Do you hear God or do you listen to Him?

There are four benefits to listening to God 

1. It gives us God’s perspective on every issue we are facing. In order to succeed in life, especially in our walk with Yeshua, we need God’s perspective on our lives, from our relationships, our jobs, our school, our friends, our thoughts and everything else you can think of.  In fact sometimes what God’s perspective is won’t make sense to us because our human perspective is limited, but God can see the big picture, not just a piece of it like we do.  This is proven to us in Isaiah 55:8-9 when the LORD says “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways, says the LORD.  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.”
2.  Being empowered and having endurance.  Many times God will ask us to do things which require years of work and effort, such as a ministry, or maybe staying faithful to Him all your life. This is something that will take dedication, heart, and endurance, but the good news is that if God asks you to do it, He will also give you the power and endurance to achieve it. There are times when this will mean going beyond your quitting point, but like athletes, in order to get stronger, faster, and better, we have to push beyond the breaking point, beyond the quitting point and God will give you what it takes to get there.  The LORD confirms this in several scriptures saying in Philippians 4:13 (empowered) “I can do all things through Christ who is my strength.”  And in Hebrews 12:1 (endurance) He says “Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us set aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.”
3. God teaches us timing.  People, especially here in America want everything now, we live in a fast food society where everything must be done for us in less than 60 seconds, but what we must understand is that God tells us “walk with me, and when the timing is right, I will make it happen.” God is never early and never late, He is always on time, we simply have to learn to rely and trust that His timing is better than ours. When we wait on God’s timing instead of our own, we can be sure it will be a blessing beyond anything we could have hoped for.  God tells us in His precious word in Ecclesiastes 3:1 “To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven.”  And again in Habakkuk 2:3b He says “Though is tarries, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry.”
4. We receive loving hearts when we listen to God. Listening to God leads us to love, just like Noah out of thanksgiving and love made an altar to the Lord after landing on dry land, we too once we know His salvation through Yeshua should develop love in our hearts for God and for people. 1st John 4:8 tells us “He who does not love, does not know God, for God is love.”  And if we are say we know God, we must be obedient to God and follow His commandments as He spoke them in Mark 12:29-31 “Yeshua answered him “The first of all the commandments is Hear O Israel, the LORD our God, the LORD is one.  And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.”  This is the first commandment.  And the second, like it, is this: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  There is no other commandment greater than these.””  Jesus is the ark, anyone found in Him is saved and everyone who rejects Him is subject to God’s judgment and justice as He punished those who were wicked and sinned upon the earth in the days of Noah. In a way the ark being symbolic of Yeshua was a type of rapture, and also a type of salvation; both of which could only be obtained through being in the ark which we know to be Christ.

Want to hear God’s voice and listen to Him?
1. Accept God’s invitation. Just as God offered the ark to Noah, He offers Jesus to us; all who climb on board will be saved from His wrath against sin and will enter into a relationship with Him. (See Romans 10:9-10)
2. Remove barriers in your life. Sin is a barrier to hearing God’s voice, if you have sin, pray God will take it from you, surrender it to Him, and if your not sure ask God to reveal to you any sins you may have that you don’t know about. You have to break through the barriers and repent. To repent means to confess your sins and turn the other way, it doesn’t mean ask for forgiveness and then go and commit the same sin again. We must have a lifestyle of repentance to stay clean and free from barriers. (See John 9:31-33)
3. Train your heart and ears to listen to His voice. Your ears (physical and spiritual) will hear and pick up only the things that you train them to hear, so train to hear God’s voice. (See 1st Corinthians 9:24-25)
