                                              The Rock


I have often found that there are several things in the Word of God which are symbolic and that God is speaking to us in parables just like He did with His disciples when Yeshua walked on earth in human form.  One of those things which came to my attention was the subject of a rock.  Many of us today have the wrong kind of rocks in our lives or have the wrong perspective about what kind of rock we are and that misconception is preventing us from achieving victory in our lives.  These wrong kinds of rocks or perceptions can be many different things but they all ultimately block our ability to fully enter into God’s plan for our lives.  What can these rocks be?  Again, they can be many things but today, we will discuss seven kinds of rocks that need to be removed from your life or be seen from a different perspective.

1) Separation by sin.  A rock can represent the bolder that was in front of Lazarus’ grave (John 11:38-44). It is a rock that separates us from God through death; which in itself has no power without sin.  Just as Lazarus was in death behind the stone and Yeshua is life and the resurrection on the other, so are we separated from God due to our sin!  The scripture tells us in Romans 6:23 that “for the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our LORD.”  We must understand that if we are guilty of sin, we must repent of those sins, confess them to God, and ask for forgiveness so that through the sacrificial act of Yeshua on the cross, we may be cleansed by His blood and be made blameless before the Father.  Without repentance, there can be no forgiveness of sins and where there is no forgiveness, there is guilt and such a person awaits only judgment on the last day.  This fact is proven through scripture in John 3:16 which is well known among all believers.  But what we must also understand, is that just as Yeshua was the only one who was able to remove the stone from Lazarus’ grave and call him out of death into life; so can sin only be removed by Christ from our lives so that His Word can reach our ears, produce faith, and we can then hear Him calling us out of death into His light which is life. 

2) You are individually valuable and important to God.  A rock can also be the small pebble David picked up as a small shepherd boy when he was going to fight Goliath (1st Samuel 17:40-42). There were many rocks David could have chosen but he chose that specific rock with which to defeat Goliath. In the same manner, no matter how small we may think we are, or how insignificant we may think we are, or the fact that there are so many rocks on the ground, in other words so many people on Earth, why on God’s green Earth would God choose me? Well, it’s because even though you are only one rock among many, and you may think you are small, with God’s guidance, you are able to kill giants; or rather God can kill giants in your life through you!!!  
3) God is your victory.  Another way to look at this type of rock is that the rock David used to kill Goliath was indeed Christ Himself which would explain why such a small rock was able to kill him, and not only kill him, but when Goliath fell dead, he didn’t fall backwards despite the fact that the rock hit his forehead hard enough to kill him, and we would naturally expect him to fall back; but instead he fell forward on his face, indicating that God’s enemies will bow to Him whether they want to or not.  The meaning of this is that when God defeats giants in your life as your rock who goes ahead before you to defeat your enemies, the enemy can’t do anything else but fall to his face in reverence to the LORD (1st Samuel 17:48-50). 

4) Know that you have been justified.  A rock can also be the stone of condemnation that those in the world or those who are spiritual Pharisees under the control of the adversary constantly throw at you through words and thoughts under religious pretenses or their own superficial justification that is not from God (Acts 7:54-60).  We have to remember that the enemy is always seeking to stone us unjustly for our faith in Yeshua, or attempt to condemn us in our minds for those sins which have already been forgiven us by God.  But just as no one dared throw a stone at the woman who was caught in adultery because of Yeshua (John 8:3-11), when satan accuses us, no one, no demon nor man, nor woman, nor principality would dare throw a stone of condemnation at us because of the redeeming work of Yeshua on the cross.

5) Jesus is your foundation.  A rock is and will always be Christ Jesus, our Lord (1st Corinthians 10:4). He is the rock upon which a wise man builds his house, so that no matter if wind or waves crash against it, it will stand (Matthew 7:24-27). Christ is the rock upon which our foundation is build, He is our foundation. Christ is the chief corner stone which the builders rejected and we are like precious stones that he uses to build His Kingdom.  We must understand the value of Yeshua and our role in the blueprint of God’s design, remembering always to seek and rely on Him alone in all of life’s troubles.

6) Recognition and Remembrance.  A rock can also represent a monument of remembrance. It can serve to remind us of where we came from, where God has delivered us from and where he has taken us (Joshua 4). These stones remind us of our past and of the road ahead in God’s plan for our lives. But even after God has brought us across the Jordan River, we must also help others cross the same river, out of bondage and into freedom. How do we do this? By dying to ourselves; because if we die to ourselves then it is no longer we who live but Christ through us (Galatians 2:20) and when we die then we are no longer ourselves but Christ and Christ is our rock who reminds us of all that He has brought us through and where He is leading us. In another analogy, we are as wheat, which must die and fall to the ground in order to produce fruit. If we don’t die then we produce no fruit at all. Our fruit is the salvation of others; it is guiding others across the River. So then, when we die and fall to the ground like wheat, it is not us who falls but Christ in us.  He will serve as a foundation under their feet, a rock on which they stand and cross where they cannot be knocked off from. 

7) You are a New Creation.  A rock can be the rock that Jesus will give us in the Kingdom of Heaven, and on this rock will be written a new name for us (Revelation 2:17). It is written on a rock because the rock is Jesus, and only in Him can we have a new name, because in Him we are a new creation. The LORD did this many times in the scriptures in order to represent new creation; with Jacob, God called him Israel, and with Simon, God called him Peter.  When you come to faith in Yeshua, the LORD gives you a new name in the spirit which will be revealed to you in due time.  Your identity was changed the moment you received Yeshua as your savior.
